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This is in reply to the Examiner's Answer mailed July 9, 2007. 

On page 8, lines 4-7 of the Examiner's Answer, the Examiner makes a 
new argument. The new argument is in the context of the rejection of claims 
59-75, among other claims, under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hauffe. The Examiner states that Hauffe meets the limitation that the plastic 
in the lid is compressed. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 
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Compressed plastic is plastic that is pressed by a mold. Hauffe does 
not teach compressed plastic. Instead Hauffe teaches injected plastic. In 
fact, Hauffe teaches injected foamable plastic. 

One of the advantages of compressed plastic is that bubbles in the 
plastic are driven out, thus creating a lid capable of withstanding a high load, 
such as 8000 pounds. With foamable plastic, by its very makeup, the plastic 
has bubbles therein. Thus, Hauffe does not teach compressed plastic and in 
fact actually teaches away from compressed plastic. 

Furthermore, compressed plastic is created by compression molding. 
Compression molding involves placing preheated plastic into an open mold 
cavity. The mold is closed with a plug member and pressure is applied to 
the plug member to force the plastic into all of the mold compartments. The 
plastic is compressed inside of the mold during the molding process. During 
this compression, bubbles are driven out of the plastic. Pressure is 
maintained until the plastic cures. 

Contrast this with injection molding. In injection molding, molten 
plastic is injected at high pressure into a mold. The mold forms a cavity of 
fixed volume. Any gas entrained in the plastic injected into the mold 
remains in the mold. This is because, although the plastic is under pressure 
inside of the mold, it is not compressed by the mold. By using foamable 
plastic, gas is deliberately entrained in the plastic. Because of the 
fundamental difference between injection molding and compression 
molding, the gas is not driven out of the injection molded lid; the gas is 
retained inside of the cured plastic of the injection molded lid. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would not read Hauffe to teach 
compressed plastic, capable of making a lid strong enough to withstand at 
least eight thousand pounds. 
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